KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

how It has come to our knowledge that one who is
not of our Brotherhood moves among us and per-
forms an equal task for a less reward. This Is our
spoken word in consequence; in place of one tael
every man among us shall now take two, and he
who before has laboured eight gongs to receive
it shall henceforth labour four. Furthermore, he
who Is speaking shall, as their recognised head
and authority, always be addressed by the honour-
able title of 6 Polished/ and the dog who is not one
of us shall be cast forth."

45 My hand itches to reward you in accordance
with the inner prompting of a full heart,31 replied
the merchant, after a well-sustained pause. " But
in this matter my very deficient ears must be lead-
ing my threadbare mind astray. The moon has not
been eaten up since the day when you stood before
me in a like attitude and bargained that every man
should henceforth receive a full tael where hitherto
a half had been his portion, and that in place of the
toil of sixteen gong-strokes eight should suffice.
Upon this being granted all bound themselves by
spoken word that the matter should stand thus
and thus between us until the gathering-in of the
next rice harvest."

" That may have been so at the time," admitted
Pang, with dog-like obstinacy, " but It was not then
known that you had pledged yourself to Hien Nan
for tenscore embellished plates of porcelain within
a stated time, and that our services would therefore
be essential to your reputation. There has thus
arisen what may be regarded as a new vista of
eventualities, and this frees us from the bondage of
our spoken word. Having thus moderately sta'ted
our unbending demand, we will depart until the
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